
America in the World (WOR)

This theme focuses on the interactions between nations that affected North American history in 
the colonial period, and on the influence of the United States on world affairs.

WOR–1.0: Explain how cultural interaction, cooperation, 
competition, and conflict between empires, nations, and 
peoples have influenced political, economic, and social 
developments in North America.

Period 1 (1491-1607)
Key Concept 1.2: Contact among Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans resulted in 
the Columbian Exchange and significant social, cultural, and political changes on both sides 
of the Atlantic Ocean. 

I. European expansion into the Western Hemisphere generated intense social, 
religious, political, and economic competition and changes within European 
societies. 
A) European nations’ efforts to explore and conquer the New World stemmed from a 

search for new sources of wealth, economic and military competition, and a 
desire to spread Christianity. 

B) The Columbian Exchange brought new crops to Europe from the Americas, 
stimulating European population growth, and new sources of mineral wealth, 
which facilitated the European shift from feudalism to capitalism. 

C) Improvements in maritime technology and more organized methods for 
conducting international trade, such as joint-stock companies, helped drive 
changes to economies in Europe and the Americas. 

III. In their interactions, Europeans and Native Americans asserted divergent worldviews 
regarding issues such as religion, gender roles, family, land use, and power. 
A) Mutual misunderstandings between Europeans and Native Americans often 

defined the early years of interaction and trade as each group sought to make 
sense of the other. Over time, Europeans and Native Americans adopted some 
useful aspects of each other’s culture. 

B) As European encroachments on Native Americans’ lands and demands on their 
labor increased, native peoples sought to defend and maintain their political 
sovereignty, economic prosperity, religious beliefs, and concepts of gender 
relations through diplomatic negotiations and military resistance. 

C) Extended contact with Native Americans and Africans fostered a debate among 
European religious and political leaders about how non-Europeans should be 
treated, as well as evolving religious, cultural, and racial justifications for the 
subjugation of Africans and Native Americans.

�1 Developed by James L. Smith
from the AP® U. S. History Curriculum Framework



Period 2 (1607-1754)
Key Concept 2.1: Europeans developed a variety of colonization and migration patterns, 
influenced by different imperial goals, cultures, and the varied North American environments 
where they settled, and they competed with each other and American Indians for resources. 

I. Spanish, French, Dutch, and British colonizers had different economic and imperial 
goals involving land and labor that shaped the social and political development of 
their colonies as well as their relationships with native populations. 
A) Spanish efforts to extract wealth from the land led them to develop institutions 

based on subjugating native populations, converting them to Christianity, and 
incorporating them, along with enslaved and free Africans, into the Spanish 
colonial society. 

B) French and Dutch colonial efforts involved relatively few Europeans and relied on 
trade alliances and intermarriage with American Indians to build economic and 
diplomatic relationships and acquire furs and other products for export to Europe. 

C) English colonization efforts attracted a comparatively large number of male and 
female British migrants, as well as other European migrants, all of whom sought 
social mobility, economic prosperity, religious freedom, and improved living 
conditions. These colonists focused on agriculture and settled on land taken from 
Native Americans, from whom they lived separately. 

III. Competition over resources between European rivals and American Indians 
encouraged industry and trade and led to conflict in the Americas. 
A) An Atlantic economy developed in which goods, as well as enslaved Africans and 

American Indians, were exchanged between Europe, Africa, and the Americas 
through extensive trade networks. European colonial economies focused on 
acquiring, producing, and exporting commodities that were valued in Europe and 
gaining new sources of labor. 

B) Continuing trade with Europeans increased the flow of goods in and out of 
American Indian communities, stimulating cultural and economic changes and 
spreading epidemic diseases that caused radical demographic shifts. 

C) Interactions between European rivals and American Indian populations fostered 
both accommodation and conflict. French, Dutch, British, and Spanish colonies 
allied with and armed American Indian groups, who frequently sought alliances 
with Europeans against other Indian groups. 

D) The goals and interests of European leaders and colonists at times diverged, 
leading to a growing mistrust on both sides of the Atlantic. Colonists, especially in 
British North America, expressed dissatisfaction over issues including territorial 
settlements, frontier defense, self-rule, and trade. 

E) British conflicts with American Indians over land, resources, and political 
boundaries led to military confrontations, such as Metacom’s War (King Philip’s 
War) in New England. 

F) American Indian resistance to Spanish colonizing efforts in North America, 
particularly after the Pueblo Revolt, led to Spanish accommodation of some 
aspects of American Indian culture in the Southwest.
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Key Concept 2.2: The British colonies participated in political, social, cultural, and economic 
exchanges with Great Britain that encouraged both stronger bonds with Britain and 
resistance to Britain’s control. 

II. Like other European empires in the Americas that participated in the Atlantic slave 
trade, the English colonies developed a system of slavery that reflected the specific 
economic, demographic, and geographic characteristics of those colonies. 
A) All the British colonies participated to varying degrees in the Atlantic slave trade 

due to the abundance of land and a growing European demand for colonial 
goods, as well as a shortage of indentured servants. Small New England farms 
used relatively few enslaved laborers, all port cities held significant minorities of 
enslaved people, and the emerging plantation systems of the Chesapeake and 
the southernmost Atlantic coast had large numbers of enslaved workers, while 
the great majority of enslaved Africans were sent to the West Indies. 

B) As chattel slavery became the dominant labor system in many southern colonies, 
new laws created a strict racial system that prohibited interracial relationships 
and de ned the descendants of African American mothers as black and enslaved 
in perpetuity. 

C) Africans developed both overt and covert means to resist the dehumanizing 
aspects of slavery and maintain their family and gender systems, culture, and 
religion.

Period 3 (1754-1800)
Key Concept 3.1: British attempts to assert tighter control over its North American colonies 
and the colonial resolve to pursue self-government led to a colonial independence 
movement and the Revolutionary War. 

I. The competition among the British, French, and American Indians for economic and 
political advantage in North America culminated in the Seven Years’ War (the French 
and Indian War), in which Britain defeated France and allied American Indians. 
A) Colonial rivalry intensified between Britain and France in the mid-18th century, as 

the growing population of the British colonies expanded into the interior of North 
America, threatening French–Indian trade networks and American Indian 
autonomy. 

B) Britain achieved a major expansion of its territorial holdings by defeating the 
French, but at tremendous expense, setting the stage for imperial efforts to raise 
revenue and consolidate control over the colonies. 

C) After the British victory, imperial officials’ attempts to prevent colonists from 
moving westward generated colonial opposition, while native groups sought to 
both continue trading with Europeans and resist the encroachments of colonists 
on tribal lands. 

II. The desire of many colonists to assert ideals of self-government in the face of 
renewed British imperial efforts led to a colonial independence movement and war 
with Britain. 
A) The imperial struggles of the mid-18th century, as well as new British efforts to 

collect taxes without direct colonial representation or consent and to assert 
imperial authority in the colonies, began to unite the colonists against perceived 
and real constraints on their economic activities and political rights. 
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B) Colonial leaders based their calls for resistance to Britain on arguments about 
the rights of British subjects, the rights of the individual, local traditions of self-
rule, and the ideas of the Enlightenment. 

C) The effort for American independence was energized by colonial leaders such as 
Benjamin Franklin, as well as by popular movements that included the political 
activism of laborers, artisans, and women. 

D) In the face of economic shortages and the British military occupation of some 
regions, men and women mobilized in large numbers to provide financial and 
material support to the Patriot movement. 

E) Despite considerable loyalist opposition, as well as Great Britain’s apparently 
overwhelming military and financial advantages, the Patriot cause succeeded 
because of the actions of colonial militias and the Continental Army, George 
Washington’s military leadership, the colonists’ ideological commitment and 
resilience, and assistance sent by European allies.

Key Concept 3.3: Migration within North America and competition over resources, 
boundaries, and trade intensified conflicts among peoples and nations. 

I. In the decades after American independence, interactions among different groups 
resulted in competition for resources, shifting alliances, and cultural blending. 
A) Various American Indian groups repeatedly evaluated and adjusted their 

alliances with Europeans, other tribes, and the U.S., seeking to limit migration of 
white settlers and maintain control of tribal lands and natural resources. British 
alliances with American Indians contributed to tensions between the U.S. and 
Britain. 

B) As increasing numbers of migrants from North America and other parts of the 
world continued to move westward, frontier cultures that had emerged in the 
colonial period continued to grow, fueling social, political, and ethnic tensions. 

C) As settlers moved westward during the 1780s, Congress enacted the Northwest 
Ordinance for admitting new states; the ordinance promoted public education, 
the protection of private property, and a ban on slavery in the Northwest Territory. 

D) An ambiguous relationship between the federal government and American Indian 
tribes contributed to problems regarding treaties and American Indian legal 
claims relating to the seizure of their lands. 

E) The Spanish, supported by the bonded labor of the local American Indians, 
expanded their mission settlements into California; these provided opportunities 
for social mobility among soldiers and led to new cultural blending. 

II. The continued presence of European powers in North America challenged the United 
States to find ways to safeguard its borders, maintain neutral trading rights, and 
promote its economic interests. 
A) The United States government forged diplomatic initiatives aimed at dealing with 

the continued British and Spanish presence in North America, as U.S. settlers 
migrated beyond the Appalachians and sought free navigation of the Mississippi 
River. 

B) War between France and Britain resulting from the French Revolution presented 
challenges to the United States over issues of free trade and foreign policy and 
fostered political disagreement. 
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C) George Washington’s Farewell Address encouraged national unity, as he 
cautioned against political factions and warned about the danger of permanent 
foreign alliances.

Period 4 (1800-1848)
Key Concept 4.3: The U.S. interest in increasing foreign trade and expanding its national 
borders shaped the nation’s foreign policy and spurred government and private initiatives. 

I. Struggling to create an independent global presence, the United States sought to 
claim territory throughout the North American continent and promote foreign trade. 
A) Following the Louisiana Purchase, the United States government sought 

influence and control over North America and the Western Hemisphere through a 
variety of means, including exploration, military actions, American Indian 
removal, and diplomatic efforts such as the Monroe Doctrine. 

B) Frontier settlers tended to champion expansion efforts, while American Indian 
resistance led to a sequence of wars and federal efforts to control and relocate 
American Indian populations.

Period 5 (1844-1877)
Key Concept 5.1: The United States became more connected with the world, pursued an 
expansionist foreign policy in the Western Hemisphere, and emerged as the destination for 
many migrants from other countries. 

I. Popular enthusiasm for U.S. expansion, bolstered by economic and security 
interests, resulted in the acquisition of new territories, substantial migration 
westward, and new overseas initiatives. 
A) The desire for access to natural and mineral resources and the hope of many 

settlers for economic opportunities or religious refuge led to an increased 
migration to and settlement in the West. 

B) Advocates of annexing western lands argued that Manifest Destiny and the 
superiority of American institutions compelled the United States to expand its 
borders westward to the Pacific Ocean. 

C) The U.S. added large territories in the West through victory in the Mexican-
American War and diplomatic negotiations, raising questions about the status of 
slavery, American Indians, and Mexicans in the newly acquired lands. 

D) Westward migration was boosted during and after the Civil War by the passage 
of new legislation promoting Western transportation and economic development. 

E) U.S. interest in expanding trade led to economic, diplomatic, and cultural 
initiatives to create more ties with Asia.

Period 6 (1865-1898)
Key Concept 6.2: The migrations that accompanied industrialization transformed both 
urban and rural areas of the United States and caused dramatic social and cultural change. 

II. Larger numbers of migrants moved to the West in search of land and economic 
opportunity, frequently provoking competition and violent conflict. 
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A) The building of transcontinental railroads, the discovery of mineral resources, 
and government policies promoted economic growth and created new 
communities and centers of commercial activity. 

B) In hopes of achieving ideals of self-sufficiency and independence, migrants 
moved to both rural and boomtown areas of the West for opportunities, such as 
building the railroads, mining, farming, and ranching. 

C) As migrant populations increased in number and the American bison population 
was decimated, competition for land and resources in the West among white 
settlers, American Indians, and Mexican Americans led to an increase in violent 
conflict. 

D) The U.S. government violated treaties with American Indians and responded to 
resistance with military force, eventually confining American Indians to 
reservations and denying tribal sovereignty. 

E) Many American Indians preserved their cultures and tribal identities despite 
government policies promoting assimilation, and they attempted to develop self-
sustaining economic practices.

WOR–2.0: Analyze the reasons for and results of U.S. 
diplomatic, economic, and military initiatives in North 
America and overseas. 

Period 3 (1754-1800)
Key Concept 3.3: Migration within North America and competition over resources, 
boundaries, and trade intensified conflicts among peoples and nations. 

II. The continued presence of European powers in North America challenged the United 
States to find ways to safeguard its borders, maintain neutral trading rights, and 
promote its economic interests. 
A) The United States government forged diplomatic initiatives aimed at dealing with 

the continued British and Spanish presence in North America, as U.S. settlers 
migrated beyond the Appalachians and sought free navigation of the Mississippi 
River. 

B) War between France and Britain resulting from the French Revolution presented 
challenges to the United States over issues of free trade and foreign policy and 
fostered political disagreement. 

C) George Washington’s Farewell Address encouraged national unity, as he 
cautioned against political factions and warned about the danger of permanent 
foreign alliances.

Period 4 (1800-1848)
Key Concept 4.3: The U.S. interest in increasing foreign trade and expanding its national 
borders shaped the nation’s foreign policy and spurred government and private initiatives. 

I. Struggling to create an independent global presence, the United States sought to 
claim territory throughout the North American continent and promote foreign trade. 
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A) Following the Louisiana Purchase, the United States government sought 
influence and control over North America and the Western Hemisphere through a 
variety of means, including exploration, military actions, American Indian 
removal, and diplomatic efforts such as the Monroe Doctrine. 

B) Frontier settlers tended to champion expansion efforts, while American Indian 
resistance led to a sequence of wars and federal efforts to control and relocate 
American Indian populations.

Period 5 (1844-1877)
Key Concept 5.1: The United States became more connected with the world, pursued an 
expansionist foreign policy in the Western Hemisphere, and emerged as the destination for 
many migrants from other countries. 

I. Popular enthusiasm for U.S. expansion, bolstered by economic and security 
interests, resulted in the acquisition of new territories, substantial migration 
westward, and new overseas initiatives. 
A) The desire for access to natural and mineral resources and the hope of many 

settlers for economic opportunities or religious refuge led to an increased 
migration to and settlement in the West. 

B) Advocates of annexing western lands argued that Manifest Destiny and the 
superiority of American institutions compelled the United States to expand its 
borders westward to the Pacific Ocean. 

C) The U.S. added large territories in the West through victory in the Mexican-
American War and diplomatic negotiations, raising questions about the status of 
slavery, American Indians, and Mexicans in the newly acquired lands. 

D) Westward migration was boosted during and after the Civil War by the passage 
of new legislation promoting Western transportation and economic development. 

E) U.S. interest in expanding trade led to economic, diplomatic, and cultural 
initiatives to create more ties with Asia.

Key Concept 5.3: The Union victory in the Civil War and the contested reconstruction of the 
South settled the issues of slavery and secession, but left unresolved many questions about 
the power of the federal government and citizenship rights. 

I. The North’s greater manpower and industrial resources, the leadership of Abraham 
Lincoln and others, and the decision to emancipate slaves eventually led to the 
Union military victory over the Confederacy in the devastating Civil War. 
A) Both the Union and the Confederacy mobilized their economies and societies to 

wage the war even while facing considerable home front opposition. 
B) Lincoln and most Union supporters began the Civil War to preserve the Union, 

but Lincoln’s decision to issue the Emancipation Proclamation reframed the 
purpose of the war and helped prevent the Confederacy from gaining full 
diplomatic support from European powers. Many African Americans ed southern 
plantations and enlisted in the Union Army, helping to undermine the 
Confederacy. 

C) Lincoln sought to reunify the country and used speeches such as the Gettysburg 
Address to portray the struggle against slavery as the fulfillment of America’s 
founding democratic ideals. 
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D) Although the Confederacy showed military initiative and daring early in the war, 
the Union ultimately succeeded due to improvements in leadership and strategy, 
key victories, greater resources, and the wartime destruction of the South’s 
infrastructure.

Period 6 (1865-1898)
Key Concept 6.1: Technological advances, large-scale production methods, and the 
opening of new markets encouraged the rise of industrial capitalism in the United States. 

I. Large-scale industrial production — accompanied by massive technological change, 
expanding international communication networks, and pro-growth government 
policies — generated rapid economic development and business consolidation. 
A) Following the Civil War, government subsidies for transportation and 

communication systems helped open new markets in North America. 
B) Businesses made use of technological innovations, greater access to natural 

resources, redesigned financial and management structures, advances in 
marketing, and a growing labor force to dramatically increase the production of 
goods. 

C) As the price of many goods decreased, workers’ real wages increased, providing 
new access to a variety of goods and services; many Americans’ standards of 
living improved, while the gap between rich and poor grew. 

D) Many business leaders sought increased profits by consolidating corporations 
into large trusts and holding companies, which further concentrated wealth. 

E) Businesses and foreign policymakers increasingly looked outside U.S. borders in 
an effort to gain greater influence and control over markets and natural resources 
in the Pacific Rim, Asia, and Latin America.

Period 7 (1890-1945)
Key Concept 7.3: Participation in a series of global conflicts propelled the United States 
into a position of international power while renewing domestic debates over the nation’s 
proper role in the world. 

I. In the late 19th century and early 20th century, new U.S. territorial ambitions and 
acquisitions in the Western Hemisphere and the Pacific accompanied heightened 
public debates over America’s role in the world. 
A) Imperialists cited economic opportunities, racial theories, competition with 

European empires, and the perception in the 1890s that the Western frontier was 
“closed” to argue that Americans were destined to expand their culture and 
institutions to peoples around the globe. 

B) Anti-imperialists cited principles of self-determination and invoked both racial 
theories and the U.S. foreign policy tradition of isolationism to argue that the U.S. 
should not extend its territory overseas. 

C) The American victory in the Spanish-American War led to the U.S. acquisition of 
island territories in the Caribbean and the Pacific, an increase in involvement in 
Asia, and the suppression of a nationalist movement in the Philippines. 

II. World War I and its aftermath intensified ongoing debates about the nation’s role in 
the world and how best to achieve national security and pursue American interests. 
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A) After initial neutrality in World War I, the nation entered the conflict, departing 
from the U.S. foreign policy tradition of noninvolvement in European affairs, in 
response to Woodrow Wilson’s call for the defense of humanitarian and 
democratic principles. 

B) Although the American Expeditionary Forces played a relatively limited role in 
combat, the U.S.’s entry helped to tip the balance of the conflict in favor of the 
Allies. 

C) Despite Wilson’s deep involvement in postwar negotiations, the U.S. Senate 
refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles or join the League of Nations. 

D) In the years following World War I, the United States pursued a unilateral foreign 
policy that used international investment, peace treaties, and select military 
intervention to promote a vision of international order, even while maintaining 
U.S. isolationism. 

E) In the 1930s, while many Americans were concerned about the rise of fascism 
and totalitarianism, most opposed taking military action against the aggression of 
Nazi Germany and Japan until the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor drew the 
United States into World War II. 

III. U.S. participation in World War II transformed American society, while the victory of 
the United States and its allies over the Axis powers vaulted the U.S. into a position 
of global, political, and military leadership. 
A) Americans viewed the war as a fight for the survival of freedom and democracy 

against fascist and militarist ideologies.This perspective was later reinforced by 
revelations about Japanese wartime atrocities, Nazi concentration camps, and 
the Holocaust. 

B) The mass mobilization of American society helped end the Great Depression, 
and the country’s strong industrial base played a pivotal role in winning the war 
by equipping and provisioning allies and millions of U.S. troops. 

C) Mobilization and military service provided opportunities for women and minorities 
to improve their socioeconomic positions for  the war’s duration, while also 
leading to debates over racial segregation. Wartime experiences also generated 
challenges to civil liberties, such as the internment of Japanese Americans. 

D) The United States and its allies achieved military victory through Allied 
cooperation, technological and scientific advances, the contributions of 
servicemen and women, and campaigns such as Pacific “island-hopping” and the 
D-Day invasion.The use of atomic bombs hastened the end of the war and 
sparked debates about the morality of using atomic weapons. 

E) The war-ravaged condition of Asia and Europe, and the dominant U.S. role in the 
Allied victory and postwar peace settlements, allowed the United States to 
emerge from the war as the most powerful nation on earth.

Period 8 (1945-1980)
Key Concept 8.1: The United States responded to an uncertain and unstable postwar world 
by asserting and working to maintain a position of global leadership, with far-reaching 
domestic and international consequences. 

I. United States policymakers engaged in a Cold War with the authoritarian Soviet 
Union, seeking to limit the growth of Communist military power and ideological 
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influence, create a free-market global economy, and build an international security 
system. 
A) As postwar tensions dissolved the wartime alliance between Western 

democracies and the Soviet Union, the United States developed a foreign policy 
based on collective security, international aid, and economic institutions that 
bolstered non-Communist nations. 

B) Concerned by expansionist Communist ideology and Soviet repression, the 
United States sought to contain communism through a variety of measures, 
including major military engagements in Korea and Vietnam. 

C) The Cold War fluctuated between periods of direct and indirect military 
confrontation and periods of mutual coexistence (or détente). 

D) Postwar decolonization and the emergence of powerful nationalist movements in 
Asia, Africa, and the Middle East led both sides in the Cold War to seek allies 
among new nations, many of which remained nonaligned. 

E) Cold War competition extended to Latin America, where the U.S. supported non-
Communist regimes that had varying levels of commitment to democracy. 

II. Cold War policies led to public debates over the power of the federal government 
and acceptable means for pursuing international and domestic goals while protecting 
civil liberties. 
A) Americans debated policies and methods designed to expose suspected 

communists within the United States even as both parties supported the broader 
strategy of containing communism. 

B) Although anticommunist foreign policy faced little domestic opposition in previous 
years, the Vietnam War inspired sizable and passionate antiwar protests that 
became more numerous as the war escalated, and sometimes led to violence. 

C) Americans debated the merits of a large nuclear arsenal, the military-industrial 
complex, and the appropriate power of the executive branch in conducting 
foreign and military policy. 

D) Ideological, military, and economic concerns shaped U.S. involvement in the 
Middle East, with several oil crises in the region eventually sparking attempts at 
creating a national energy policy.

Period 9 (1980 to the Present)
Key Concept 9.3: The end of the Cold War and new challenges to U.S. leadership forced 
the nation to redefine its foreign policy and role in the world. 

I. The Reagan administration promoted an interventionist foreign policy that continued 
in later administrations, even after the end of the Cold War. 
A) Reagan asserted U.S. opposition to communism through speeches, diplomatic 

efforts, limited military interventions, and a buildup of nuclear and conventional 
weapons. 

B) Increased U.S. military spending, Reagan’s diplomatic initiatives, and political 
changes and economic problems in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union were 
all important in ending the Cold War. 

C) The end of the Cold War led to new diplomatic relationships but also new U.S. 
military and peacekeeping interventions, as well as continued debates over the 
appropriate use of American power in the world. 
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II. Following the attacks of September 11, 2001, U.S. foreign policy efforts focused on 
fighting terrorism around the world.
A) In the wake of attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, the United 

States launched military efforts against terrorism and lengthy, controversial 
conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

B) The war on terrorism sought to improve security within the United States but also 
raised questions about the protection of civil liberties and human rights. 

C) Conflicts in the Middle East and concerns about climate change led to debates 
over U.S. dependence on fossil fuels and the impact of economic consumption 
on the environment. 

D) Despite economic and foreign policy challenges, the United States continued as 
the world’s leading superpower in the 21st century.
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